DA candidates turn it down a notch at forum 
By JOAO FERREIRA, Standard-Times staff writer 
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NEW BEDFORD — Bristol County District Attorney Paul F. Walsh Jr. tried to speak Portuguese; his opponent Samuel Sutter proudly announced his wife is Portuguese. 
The two were talking to a mostly Portuguese audience during a candidates night event at Mount Carmel church last night. 
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Instead of the previous lively exchanges, both candidates were asked by organizers to answer five questions directly, in English only, and not address each other. 
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"I don't know how when I visit Mount Carmel I'm not allowed to speak Portuguese," Mr. Walsh complained. 
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Asked about recurring drug troubles in the neighborhood, Mr. Sutter pulled from his oft-repeated campaign platform: Stop plea bargaining, push for tougher sentences on drug cases, reinstitute electronic surveillance of gang leaders and develop closer partnerships with police. 
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Mr. Walsh gave an example of what he has done, saying now is not the time to experiment with public safety: the dismantling of the Ruth Street gang allegedly led by Brandin Gonsalves. 
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He said electronic surveillance "broke the back of that gang." 
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"This is what we need to do. This is what we have been doing," he said. 
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Mr. Sutter later reminded the crowd that the electronic surveillance was conducted by federal authorities, not Mr. Walsh's office. 
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Mr. Sutter called for the use of the dangerousness statutes and bail revocations to stop what is known as a "revolving-door" system. 
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Mr. Walsh called for a change of courthouse culture and the way judges conduct cases. 
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"If they can't see the light, DA Walsh is going to make them feel the heat," he said. "This is not about new technology; this is not about five-point plans." 
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Mr. Walsh said he is working on legislation that would ensure serious repeat offenders be held automatically, no matter how minor the subsequent offense. 
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Other questions ranged from the infamous accelerated deportation program terminated in 2001 to campaign contributions. 
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"I think the accelerated deportation program was a dreadful mistake. I think my opponent should accept that," Mr. Sutter said. "The DA should never have started that program." 
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Mr. Walsh continued to defend the former federally funded program, which immigrant advocates have said contributed to some of the hundreds of deportations from Bristol County to Portugal since tougher laws were enacted in 1996. 
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"I think individuals who come to this country just to commit crime ... forfeit the right to be here," he said, bringing up the case of a Dominican drug dealer and saying the program targeted "dope dealers." 
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Helena S. Marques of the Immigrants' Assistance Center, which co-organized the event, then asked the candidates if there was an alternative to deportation and the separation of families for individuals being deported as a result of domestic violence cases. 
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"We should have a third system to deal with individuals who have difficulties in their marriage," Mr. Walsh said. "We need to resolve these issues in a way that respects the family." 
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Mr. Sutter took a tougher stance, calling for ways to ensure the victims of domestic violence don't ask for charges to be dismissed when a case ultimately goes to trial. 
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During last night's forum, an issue from the first debate also came back regarding the acceptance of contributions from defense attorneys. 
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"I accept contributions from any good person," Mr. Walsh said, adding that Mr. Sutter continues to take such contributions as well but hasn't clearly responded to the issue before. 
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Then he looked directly at Mr. Sutter, waiting for an answer. 
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"I believe it is important for people to believe that the DA cannot be swayed by anything," Mr. Sutter said. 
[image: image24.png]


He then said he would take contributions up to $100, which he said he didn't think would sway anyone. 
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Contact Joao Ferreira 
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at jferreira@s-t.com 
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